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Dear Junior Members, Parents and Carers, 

 

This time last year I said that it would be difficult to beat the successes of the previous 

season. I was wrong, so this year we have a mountain to climb. All our junior league sides did 

us proud last term, but the Under 11 and Under 15 XIs were exceptional, going unbeaten to 

be crowned champions of Wiltshire League Division 2 South and Wiltshire League Division 

2, respectively. 

 

Some of our juniors also helped Chris Armitstead’s 3rd XI win Wiltshire Division 6, while 

one or two young lads occasionally made it into Bob Cady’s 2nd X1. Eight of this year’s 1st 

XI, which won promotion to West of England Premier League’s Gloucester / Wiltshire 

Division were former Burbage juniors, including Captain Tom Wallbridge. The team’s 

average age was just over twenty-two.  

 

It just goes to show what can be achieved when players respond to their coaches. It helps that 

we’ve some of the best in the county. Paul Lavis stays on as Head of Cricket with current 

County Coach for Under 17s, Paul Stoddard, returning to guide our 1st XI for the third year. 

The two Pauls are determined that the development of the senior team starts at Under 9 level. 

The results are starting to speak for themselves. 

 

One person who won’t be returning this year is Michael Papps, the New Zealand International 

Test player. He’ll be missed, but he hasn’t exactly left us in the lurch. Michael went to the 

trouble to convince his Wellington teammate, Luke Woodcock, to take his place at Burbage. 



It should work out quite well: Luke is a New Zealand One Day Internationalist. He’ll bring 

something new again to the Club. Like Michael he’ll also be coaching, supporting our 

dedicated team of junior coaches who are all back for another season ready to turn out another 

generation of enthusiastic cricketers.  

 

Our new pitch, Glebe Field, will be ready for cricket this summer. We’ll be playing on an 

artificial wicket to begin with, but it will mean more junior cricket and tournaments, the 

return of our 3rd XI from Marden, and a new 4th XI, which becomes a development team for 

our most promising young cricketers. All this means more work for our volunteers, so you 

might consider helping out behind the scenes. Every little helps and it’s good laugh. 

 

Talking of volunteers, Sue Milne, our Welfare Officer, will be here again to ensure that our 

juniors are looked after in accordance with Safe Hands. Sue makes sure that we’re all up to 

speed when it comes to child welfare because the wellbeing of our young members is as 

important to the Club as their development on the field.  

 

It will be interesting to see how the 1st Team goes against the likes of Gloucester City, 

Chippenham and Tewkesbury this season. You should really come down on a Saturday 

afternoon to see for yourselves, cheer on our lads, meet your friends and let the kids entertain 

themselves. Win or lose there’s always a good atmosphere and all you have to do is wear a 

hat, if the sun is shining. 

 

We sincerely hope you’ll be joining the Club again this year. What could be better than 

having fun, renewing friendships or whacking cricket balls? OK, winning the lottery would 

be up there, but the odds on it happening are astronomical compared to us beating last year’s 

amazing successes. We look forward to your company.  

 

Marek Jan Grabowski, Chairman, B.E.R.C.C. 

On behalf of the Club’s Officers, 2015 

 

 

 

 


